Travellers in India

some time both in the hospital and in the prison.
He gives a caustic account of the moral laxity,
stupid pride, and widespread gambling, which
characterised the decaying power of Portugal,
and was especially exemplified at Goa. On leav-
ing Goa? Pyrard visited Ceylon, in whkh island
he remarks the constant conflicts of the Portu-
guese and the natives, and the Malaccas. Early
in 1610 Pyrard returned home from Goa by the
Cape route, and after touching at Brazil on his
way finally reached Laval in February, 1611.

It is not possible to do adequate justice to
Pyrard de Laval by mere quotation; in addition
to which the nature of his information, as far a?
the bulk is concerned, is such as not to demand
extended notice in the present work. The Mal-
dives, the description of which is Pyrard's
greatest title to fame, fall outside the scope of
the present essay; and information on the con-
dition of the Portuguese settlements is scarcely
directly within it, as the work is concerned more
especially with the native governments. In that
part, moreover, of his narrative where he be-
comes directly relevant to the present subject
he is, owing to the localities to which he con-
fined his travels, able only to amplify knowledge
which we already possess. Some of these amplifi-
cations* are interesting and perhaps deserving

* e.g., Pyrard, in opposition to most other travellers, says the Nairs,
and not" the common folk, uttered the warning cry of " Popo." He also
explains the system of Nair " escorts *' (see above, p. 70). " For a party of
twenty,1' he eaye,u one Nair suffices" (p. 359, Hak. Soc, Ed.)
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